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The fourth, hand held the sacred pot. Brahma wore the
yajnopavita too. The significance of the thread is de-
scribed in the puranas. Brahma looked at the sacred
thread he wore and contemplated. Instantly he visu-
alised Omkara (the shape of the letter AUM). Vedas
emanated from it. They took the shape of bright loose
cotton. Nine threads formed out of it and in them the
presiding deities showed themselves. The meaning was
clear that Yajnopavita furnishes one with purity and
knowledge while performing the prescribed sacrifices.

Simultaneously the spirit of the lotus;

Durgadevi, created a wild storm-

With drops of water; Brahma^s body,

She wetted by besprinkling

Vidhi (Brahma)) amazed in the darkness,

Shivering much on account of the biting wind,

Tormented by the waves of water,

Got frightened awhile his father,

Brahma recalled he to mind.

Just as a child lies playfully in its mother's lap,
Brahma sat in the lotus, which was Mahalaksmi herself.
It is that mother, with her 'Durga' form, who raised
the storm. She raised big waves in the 'Garbhodaka^
and sprayed the body of Brahma all over. Brahma
wondered. There was darkness everywhere. Shivering
in the darkness, he remembered his father. This shows
that he was not an innocent child. We need not also
l>e surprised to think how he could see when it was all
darkness. He had the ability to combine the use of his
inner eye. (Incidentally we may note that darkness is
something that exists and not merely the negation of
light).

......................... Listen; to, Brahma,

Wanton ignorance and fear, four times and twice
Occurred, you see, for different reasons
What happened to Brahma in this context
Say not that it is the truth, Flawless ever,
How can such weakness arise? This, you know,